owed good growth in diameter, but mycelia were very sparse. Eleven leguminous plants (alfalfa, crownvetch, hairy vetch, sweetclover, ladino clover, red clover, alsike clover, birdsfoot trefoil, kidney beans, soybeans, and adzuki beans) and hollyhock were used for host range tests.
Of the plants used, alfalfa showed severe symptoms, and the fungus was frequently reisolated, whereas crownvetch, hairy vetch, and sweetclover exhibited only slight symptoms.
Occasional reisolation was made from ladino clover, alsike clover, and kidney beans in addition to these plants.
The fungus had a specific pathogenicity to alfalfa.
Erwin2) reported that Phytophthora megasperma Drechsler is the causal fungus of Phytophthora root rot of alfalfa.
The morphological characters of the present isolates were compared with P. megasperma of alfalfa (Table 1) . Comparison suggests that Phytophthora sp. causing alfalfa root rot in Japan should be classified as Phytophthora megasperma at present, due to the following similarities:
(1) There 
